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August 19 and 20, 2017 will be special days in the history of 
Star of Bethlehem.  It will be the 40th Anniversary of our 
Lutheran Elementary School and the 50th Anniversary of Star 
of Bethlehem Lutheran Church as a congregation of believers 
here in New Berlin, WI.   

Pastor John Raabe, the Southeastern Wisconsin District 
Missionary, was responsible for determining a good site for a 
new mission to be planted in our district.  He began looking 
at New Berlin as one of the potential locations for a new 
church.  He started to gather the names of interested WELS 
people, who were already living in the area.  He began to 
hold Services with them in the basement of a bank, now the 
China Dragon Restaurant.  That was back in 1967, when the 
small congregation officially organized and adopted the name 
“Star of Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church.”   

The Lord blessed this tiny WELS church that was preaching 
God’s Word and administering the Sacraments in this 
growing community.  The congregation purchased some 
property, which was owned by a farmer on the corner of 
Casper Drive and National Avenue.  It became the place 
where Star of Bethlehem congregation would build its first 
church, and 10 years later, decide to begin a Lutheran 
Elementary School.   

Due to the Lord’s abundant blessings upon this 
school, several classroom expansions were 

undertaken.  One was completed in 1982.  
There was a classroom/gymnasium 
expansion in 1998.  Additional classrooms 

were created in the Lower Level of the school 
in 2015.  Another classroom expansion is on the 

horizon to be begun in 2018 or 2019 due to 
current growth in our enrollments in our Lutheran 
Elementary School and in our Preschool.   

Meanwhile the congregation outgrew the original 
church facility, which was no longer meeting the needs 
of our growing congregation.  The old church was 
demolished in 2002. The new church would be 
constructed on the primary site on the property for a 
worship facility, which was where the old church was 
situated. The congregation held Worship Services in 
the gym for about a year and a half.  All during this 
time, the congregation set up the gym for worship 
Services whenever they were scheduled, and reset the 
gym for athletic or school events as needed.   The 
church and school were experiencing a beautiful 
harmony throughout these years in an effort to 
construct the new church. 

Finally, in October of 2004, a new church, seating 
around 540 worshipers, meeting rooms, offices for 
pastors, principal, administrative assistants, parish 
nurses, church library, fellowship hall, teen room and 
small Bible study room were dedicated to the glory of 
God.   

As we celebrate 40/50 in a couple weeks, the 
congregation now numbers about 1,300 souls and 
nearly 1,000 communicants.  We have about 225 
students enrolled in our Lutheran Elementary School 
and Preschool.    Pastor John Raabe’s vision for the 
Lord’s work in New Berlin was right on target!  

How did this all happen?  “The Lord has done great 
things for us, and we are filled with joy!”   

Happy Anniversaries, Star of Bethlehem Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, School and Preschool! 



Church/School Anniversaries 
Please set aside Saturday, August 19 and Sunday, August 20, 
to give thanks to our gracious God for pouring out his 
blessings on Star of Bethlehem Lutheran Church for 50 years, 
and on our Star of Bethlehem Lutheran School for the past 40 
years.  Plans are being made for a wonderful day of 
celebration by our Anniversary Committee.  Two Services will 
be held on Sunday, August 20, at 8:00 and 10:00 a.m.  Former 
sons of the congregation will be assisting with the liturgy, 
Pastor Patrick Freese, and Pastor Nicholas Proksch.  Pastor 
James Fleming, the first to train for pastoral ministry from 
Star of Bethlehem, will preach the sermon.   Please invite 
relatives, friends, co-workers and neighbors to join us for 
these days of celebration and Services.  There is an August 1 
deadline to sign up for the lunch following the 10:00 a.m. 
Service on August 20.  Extra envelopes to attend the lunch are 
available on credenza next to the church bulletin board.  We 
would really enjoy having all of our Star family as well as 
former members share this special day with us!  Volunteer 
assistance is needed.  To offer your assistance, please contact 
Michelle Raether at 262-894-5022 or email: 
mmichelleraether@yahoo.com 
 

Clean-Up Day 
A cleaning day both indoor and outdoor is 
planned for Saturday, August 12, from 8:00 a.m. 
until 2:00 p.m., prior to the anniversaries of 
our church and school.   Come for an hour or 
more.  All cleaning supplies and lunch 
will be provided.  If you have 
any questions, please contact 
Larry Schaefer at 414-788-5919.   

INSTALLATION 
Our new teachers, John Schleis, Micah Walz, and Molly 
Phelps, will be installed on Sunday, August 27, in the 10:00 
a.m. Service.  There will be a reception with refreshments 
served after the Service.  We invite all of you to join us as we 
welcome these new called workers to our staff and our Star 
of Bethlehem family. 

 

Mrs. Molly Phelps was called to serve as our 
Extended Learning Coordinator.  Her husband will be 
in his final year at the Seminary this school year.   

Called Home 
It pleased Almighty God to call out of this life the soul of 
Donna Gibson, formerly Woodard, on Wednesday, July 19, 
2017.  May the Lord comfort her loved ones with the sure 
hope of a joyous reunion in heaven.    

 

 

Sawyer Magill, son of Matthew and Jill 
Magill, was baptized at Star of 
Bethlehem on July 1, 2017.  May the 
Lord keep Sawyer in his loving arms 
throughout life to life everlasting. 
 

 
We welcome this month to our Star of Bethlehem family 
the following:  Carla Grob; Micah and Natalie Walz and 
their children, Layla, Mason and Zoey; John and Amy Schleis 
and their children Naomi and Selah; and Andrew and Emily 
Liebner.   May the Lord bless your membership in our 
congregation and strengthen each of you in your 
relationship with our Savior through faithful use of his 
Means of Grace. 

We want to offer our thanks to all of the 
volunteers who helped with this year’s Summer 
Music Camp.  Your hard work and dedication 
was appreciated!  We had 72 children with us 
each day to learn more ways we can give glory to 
our awesome God. 

The Star Men’s Softball team is 
presently 6 wins and four losses with 4 

games remaining.  Several rainouts have 
caused the season to be extended.   The season now will 
conclude on August 15.  All games are on Tuesday nights at 
the Malone Park.  Fan support is welcomed! 
 

Senior Outing 
Wisconsin Lutheran High School Foundation is hosting an 
all-day trip to see Church Basement Ladies on Wednesday, 
September 6. The cost is $84 per person and includes 
transportation to new location, Fireside Theater, in Fort 
Atkinson (bus boarding starts at 8:45 a.m. at Wisconsin 
Lutheran High School), lunch, all gratuities, and ticket to the 
show. Come and join us for a day of fun, and feel free to 
bring a friend. But don't delay because reservations are 
limited. Contact Heidi Witz at 414-453-4567 ext 2004 or 
planner@wlhs.org to reserve your tickets. 

mailto:mmichelleraether@yahoo.com
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INSTALLATION 

Dr. Jordan Patrick and his wife, Aneela, 
will begin doing outreach to South Asians 
in the greater Pewaukee and Milwaukee 
areas in the near future through a unique 
partnership between Christ Lutheran and 
the Joint Mission Council of WELS 
Missions.  The ordination of Dr. Jordan, 
who recently graduated from the Pastoral 
Studies Institute of our Wisconsin 
Lutheran Seminary is planned for the 
weekend services on August 13 at Christ 
Lutheran Church in Pewaukee.  Everyone 
is welcome to join in praising our Lord for 
this gospel outreach either on Saturday 
at 5 pm, Sunday at 8:00 or 10:30 am or 
Monday night at 7 pm.  Light 
refreshments will be served at the close 
of the 10:30 am service.  Guest preacher 
will be Pastor Michael Duncan, Friendly 
Counselor to Pakistan and Nepal.  The 
church is located at W240 N3103 

Pewaukee Road 
in Pewaukee. 
Pray for this 
unique ministry 
to grow and 
flourish in the 
months and 
years ahead. 
 

Dr. Jordan Patrick 
 
 

Include the Lord in 
Your Vacation Plans 
Will you be vacationing "up north" this 
summer?  If so, consider worshiping at 
the Land O Lakes Lutheran 
Outreach!  The Land O Lakes Lutheran 
Outreach is a mission effort of two 
northern Wisconsin WELS churches 
seeking to provide a convenient worship 
opportunity for local residents and 
summer visitors to the Land O Lakes, WI 
area.  Sunday services are held at 11:00 
am all summer long in the Land O Lakes 
Town Hall (4341 County B, Land O Lakes, 
WI).  The last service will be held 
on Sunday, September 3.  If you are in the 
area, we hope you will take advantage of 
this great opportunity! 

 
As plans are being made for another year of 
Spiritual Growth for both young and old 
alike, a significant number of volunteers will 
be needed to help teach and assist in the 
various classrooms.   If you would like to 
know more about what opportunities to help 
exist for you, please contact either Pastor 
Nitz or Pastor Schwartz.  

We are excited about our fifth annual 5K 
Fun Run/Walk, taking place on Sunday 
September 3rd, 2017. This event is part of 
our Fall Family Camp and all proceeds are 
utilized to “Make Camp Run.” Last year we 
had over 120 participants in the Fun 
Run/Walk – we know with your help we can 
increase participation and help us 
continue/expand our programs.  We 
appreciate all your support and hope to see 
you this summer! 

Reformation 
500 

Our Southeastern 
Wisconsin District will 
be conducting a special 
Reformation 500 Service 
at the Miller High Life 
Theater, located at 500 
W. Kilbourn Ave., on 
November 5, 2017 at 
3:30 p.m.  Pastor James Huebner, 1st Vice 
President of our Synod and well-known in 
our district, will preach the sermon.  Two 
choirs are being formed: an adult choir 
directed by Mary Prange and a children’s 
choir directed by Sarah Zietlow Henrich.  
The goal is 300 voices in each choir.  Kevin 
Becker, organist at Grace Lutheran in 
Milwaukee, will play for the Service.  Also an 
ensemble of brass and percussion players 
will add beauty and power to the singing. A 
special thank-offering will be gathered to 
enhance mission opportunities right within 
our own district.  Please reserve the date to 
attend.  Also watch for more information as 
the special date approaches!   

WELS LUTHERAN 
SENIORS’ 

CONVENTION 
Pastor Aaron Christie will tell OWLS 
about Luther and his music, former 
WELS chaplain Pastor Josh Martin 
and his wife will talk about the joys 
of their life and serving the 
European civilian chaplaincy in 
Germany, seminary Professor 
Bradley Wordel will tell of the work 
being done in our Japanese mission 
field.  Pastor Tony Schultz will fill 
hearts with the joy of sharing Jesus 
with young and old. 

Early arrivals at the convention can 
enjoy Monday morning’s tours of 
historic WELS churches in the 
Milwaukee area as well as tour the 
WELS Center for Mission and 
Ministry. 

Workshops will offer OWLS a wide 
variety of topics, including guidance 
on writing your life story, 
information about puppet ministry, 
little known facts about US 
presidents and their wives, the 
international student program at 
MLC, or meet with a WELS member 
who serves as a representative in 
the Wisconsin Assembly, 
Representative Jeremy Thiesfeldt. 

The Organization of WELS Seniors 
(OWLS) convention is open to all 
WELS / ELS members who are 
retired and / or over the age of 50. 
The OWLS have been major funders 
of the WELS European Civilian 
Chaplaincy, and this year’s 
convention features a silent auction 
with proceeds designated for that 
cause. The hotel complex provides a 
complimentary indoor water park 
for attendees. With plenty of time 
to make new friends and connect 
with friends from the past, the 
Pewaukee Convention promises to 
be a relaxing and enjoyable 
opportunity for seniors. 

For more information or to have 
registration materials mailed to you, 
e-mail the Convention Coordinator, 
Werner Lemke, at 
wandjlemke@msn.com.  

mailto:wandjlemke@msn.com


Financial Update as of 7/16/17 

 
HOLY LAND TOUR 

Pastor James Humann, retired WELS pastor, invites you to him and 
fellow WELS/ELS members as he hosts his fifth tour to the Holy Land. 
The ten day tour leaves March 12, 2018 and returns March 21, 2018. 
The tour will take you to Bethlehem, Nazareth, the Jordan River, 
Jerusalem and many other places.  For a brochure describing the daily 
itinerary, General Conditions and price, e-mail Pastor James Humann 
at: JHumann383@aol.com or call 253-839-9055. 
 

From the President 
As most everyone knows by now, Star is seriously considering an 
expansion of our facilities.  No, let me restate that:  Star will be 
expanding our facilities.  In my opinion – and in the opinion of 
many others - we need to do this.  It’s an expansion of our 
ministries here at Star.  Especially our school. 

Have you seen the drawings of the proposed expansion?  (They’re 
located on the north wall in the narthex/gathering area, near the 
coffee bar.)  Look them over again.  We’re told that the total cost 
could be in the neighborhood of well over $3 million.  Upon 
hearing that large number, does that hold you back and cause you 
to doubt?  Do you truly believe that this expansion could actually 
come to fruition?  If not, what’s holding you back? 

Maybe what’s causing that doubt to surface is that we’re lacking 
100% trust in our Lord? 

Just asking . . . . 

In James 1:5-6, we’re told: “If any of you lack wisdom, you should 
ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it 
will be given to you.  But when you ask, you must believe and not 
doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown 
and tossed by the wind.” 

In other words, pray.  Pray boldly.  Pray earnestly. 

And trust completely in our gracious Lord! 

See you in church! 
Gene Szaj 

Spiritual Care Team 
“I rejoiced with those who said to me, ‘Let us go to the house 
of the Lord.’” That’s how David started the 122

nd
 Psalm.   

“Few things are needed – or indeed only one.  Mary has 
chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.”  
That’s what Jesus reminded Martha of when he visited her 
home during the middle of his earthly ministry. 

What a wonderful and amazing place Star of Bethlehem is – 
this house of the Lord!  Not because of the architecture, 
although that is truly splendid.  Not because of the artwork, 
although it is beautiful.  Not because of the people, although I 
would call us a friendly and loving group. 

This place is wonderful and amazing because of what happens 
here; here, God’s Word is taught in truth and purity. Here, 
water is applied while God’s Word is spoken and hearts are 
changed.  Here sinners are reminded of the healing and 
soothing message of sins forgiven through Jesus Christ. Here 
we receive the very body and blood of our Savior at his altar. 

Here at Star of Bethlehem is where we, as baptized and 
forgiven Christians, come to Grow in faith through the Word of 
God for a lifetime.  Here is where we come to be strengthened 
in our faith so that we might go with the Gospel from backyard 
to community to the world.  Here is where we come so that we 
might glow to God’s glory through weekly worship and in our 
daily lives. 

One of the five ministry goals here at Star of Bethlehem is to 
increase our worship participation, as well as our Bible study 
participation. Presently, weekly worship attendance here at 
Star of Bethlehem has been hovering around 40% of our 
membership.  In other words, four of every ten members 
(children, teens, and adults) are in church on a weekly basis; 
that means six of every ten members are doing something 
other than worshipping our Risen Savior each week.  

To help with our weekly attendance, the Elders Board recently 
put together a Guiding Principles document which was 
approved by the Ministry Council.  If you’re interested in seeing 
this document in its entirety, please let me know.  I’d be happy 
to share it with you! 

In summary, the Elders are asking for your help.  Please sign 
the Friendship Registers on a weekly basis.  This will help us 
know that you joined us at church in thanking God for all his 
blessings to us!  We will be reviewing these attendance logs 
regularly.  In keeping with what the Apostle Paul wrote in 1 
Thessalonians 5:11, the Elders Board will be reaching out to 
encourage those members who attend worship infrequently, in 
order to build them up in the body of Christ.  Should you 
receive such a call, please receive it as it is intended – as a 
brother in the faith reflecting Christ’s love and concern to you. 

Then again, I know that you already realize the wonderful 
blessing we have in being able to worship our God each week.  
You already know the peace which comes from God, peace 
which exceeds all earthly treasure – the peace which is shared 
here on a weekly basis.  You, too, say with King David, “I 
rejoiced with those who said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of 
the Lord!’” I’ll see you this Sunday! 

In Christ,  
Paul Voss, Spiritual Care Team Leader 
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